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“Be content with what you have; for God has said, “I will never
leave you or forsake you.” So we can say with confidence, “The Lord
is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?” Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. Jesus
Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” (Hebrews 13:5-8)

I can’t believe I am about to write these words, but Advent is nearly
here, which means that Christmas is just around the corner as well.
It seems like only yesterday when it was summer, and the crops were beginning to
grow, and now the fields are almost empty. There is a nip in the air, and darkness
begins to force its way back into our lives bit by bit. Where has the time gone?
I think it’s easy for us to get into “the swing of things” and lose track of time. Being at
the mercy of busy schedules or dealing with all of the things that life offers us can
sometimes make it difficult to see God at work in your life, and so, it’s important for
us to take some time and remember just how amazing God’s grace is.

God’s Work. Our Hands’
day
Pages 2, 3

Thanksgiving is coming up soon, providing us with ample opportunities to do just
that; to think back on the year and take it all in. Taking a moment to look at this past
year in its entirety reminds us of all the peaks and valleys, a chance to remember
what our faith felt like during each of those moments, and to cling tightly to God’s
promise of His steadfast love through it all. Remembering that God has promised to
be the same yesterday, today and forever is the promise upon which our faith life
stands.
So, I invite you to spend some time praying over and reflecting upon your year. Give
thanks for the blessings. Give thanks for God’s faithfulness in the valleys when it was
so difficult to be faithful on your own. And give thanks for the promise of His steadfast love yesterday, today, which helps us prepare ourselves to encounter God’s faithfulness in the days ahead.
In the first letter to the church in Thessalonica, Paul offers this blessing to the community: “11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way
to you. 12And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another
and for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13And may he so strengthen your
hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.” (1 Thessalonians 3:11-13)
May God’s blessings be upon you all, and I hope that you have a blessed Thanksgiving!
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We’re thankful
for books!
Book and movie lovers are
thankful for
the joy of
reading and
looking at
movies.
During this
month of thankfulness, join
other Messiah members in
talking about books and
movies.
We’ll meet Tuesday, Nov. 2,
at 3:30 p.m. in the
church. Questions? Call Joanne Hachtel at 614-4363531.

SUNDAY WORSHIP IN NOVEMBER
Nov. 7

Isaiah 25:6-9; Wisdom 3:1-9; Psalm 24; Rev 21:1-6a;
John 11:32-44; All Saints Sunday

Nov. 14

Daniel 12:1-3; Psalm 16; Heb 10:11-14 (15-18) 19-25;
Mark 13:1-8

Nov. 21

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14; Psalm 93; Rev 1:4b-8; John 18:3337

Nov. 28

Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9;
Mark 13:24-37; 1 Advent
Online services are also available

Messiah to host
blood drive Nov. 6
Messiah will host a
community blood
drive from 8 to 11
a.m. on Saturday,
Nov. 6, in the Fellowship Hall.

To donate, please contact Joanne Hachtel at (614) 436-3531
or visit www.bloodcenter.org
and use code 1548 to locate the
drive. You can also scan the code
provided in this article. Donors
will get their choice of a retro Tshirt or $5 gift card.
Potential donors must be at least
17 years of age (16 with parental
permission form available
through www.bloodcenter.org)
and weigh more than 110
pounds. Photo identification is
required to donate. Donors who
last gave blood on or before
Sept. 11 are eligible to give at
this drive.
ImpactLife is the provider of
blood and blood components to
more than 100 hospitals in Illinois, Iowa, Missouri and Wisconsin. In your area, ImpactLife
is the exclusive provider to Genesis Health System, Hammond
Henry Hospital, Select Specialty
Hospital and UnityPoint Health
Quad Cities.
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Julia and Megan Berk and Gavin Geest help Kathy Orr and Lynn Daczyk arrange flowers for Messiah’s homebound members. Photo/Sue Bull-Welch

Messiah family comes together for
‘God’s Work. Our hands’ day
Beautiful bouquets of flowers, tied blankets, handmade cards and beautifying a
bike trail, were all part of Messiah’s
“God’s Work. Our hands” day.
All ages of Messiah’s family came together on Oct. 17 after worship to volunTwo, tied blankets were made and delivteer their time and talents to various
ered to Mike Bender and Cathy (Burt)
projects. Volunteers were treated to
Lechtenberg.
lunch before starting the various tasks.
Another group of volunteers, spearheadLynn Daczyk spearheaded the group
ed by Dale Hachtel and Angela Bark,
making beautiful bouquets for Messiah’s
cleaned up trash on the bike trail beshut-in’s. Messiah’s Sunday School chiltween Port Byron and Cordova.
dren gave of their talents to make and
decorate cards. Flowers and cards were A big thank you to the 25 plus attendees
delivered by Daczyk and Lois Pearsall.
who volunteered.

Newsletter deadline
Articles for December’s newsletter are due by Nov. 22. Please email articles
and photos to office.messiahpb@gmail.com.

‘God’s Work. Our Hands’ day

How to give online
Interested in giving an online
gift? Check out Tithe.ly, our new
online giving platform.
Follow these easy steps:
1. Go to the app store
on your phone and download
the Tithe.ly app
2. Sign up for an account

(TOP) Sue Bull-Welch, Eileen
Tysma, Lois Pearsall, Lisa
Murphy, Tyler Bull-Welch and
Addie Berk work on tying a
blanket during ‘God’s Work.
Our Hands day.’ Photo/Sue
Bull-Welch (BOTTOM
RIGHT) Diane Raabe, Alice
Petersen, Caroline Kreiter and
Miles Petersen help pick up
trash along the bike trail between Port Byron and Cordova. Photo/Angela Bark

More pictures will be posted on the bulletin board.
Thank you to everyone who made ‘God’s Work. Our
Hands’ day a success!

Chapel time with Pastor Dave

3. Select “Messiah Lutheran,
Port Byron” from the nearby
churches list, or use the search
bar
4. Make a one-time or recurring
gift today!
5. You can also visit our website, messiahlutheranpb.com and
click “give an online gift” on the
homepage.

Giving statements
are available
If you would like to receive
your preliminary 2021 year-to
-date contribution statement
before the end of the year,
please email or contact Eileen
Tysma at tysmae@hotmail.com or 309269-6346.
Otherwise you will receive
your final 2021 statements for
tax purposes by Jan. 31, 2022.

Once a month Messiah preschool students are joining Pastor Dave for chapel time
where they are learning more about God, listening to Bible stories and singing.
Photo/Angie Gabriel
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Wanted: Your favorite
Christmas recipes

Glimpses of the Past
A look back at Messiah
Lutheran Church history

Do you have a favorite Christmas recipe? If you do,
we would like to hear from you!
Submit your favorite recipes by Monday, Nov. 15, to
be included in December’s newsletter. We would
love to hear why it’s your favorite and any other
family stories connected to your recipe. Please send
them to Angie at office.messiahpb@gmail.com.

Remember When?

Swedish Caramels

Submitted by Angie Gabriel
2 cups cream
1 cup sugar
1/2 cup Karo syrup
1 tbsp butter
Mix together and cook until the mixture starts to
stiffen. When it starts to stiffen, put it in cold water
to create a soft ball. Pour into a buttered pan.
My grandmother corresponded with her cousin,
Marj Britt, who lived in Sweden for a number of
years. Marj sent my grandmother a cookbook one
year for Christmas. We had some of the recipes
translated at Augustana College in Rock Island.
This recipe for Swedish Caramels was one of them.
My grandmother made these at Christmastime until
she died in 1989. Every time I make these caramels,
I think of my grandmother and the wonderful
Christmases I had when I was a kid.

Harry Engdahl, Stella Samuelson, Student Pastor Tilmell, Nettie Engdahl, Edward Wassell, Grant Dumstrand, Hilda Hedeen, Will Johnson,
Lillian Broquist, Hugo Wistedt and Herman Karlberg are pictured in
this confirmation photo from 1905. Photo/Messiah Lutheran Church
archives.

Photos from the Past
If you have photos from past Messiah events and would like them included in
the newsletter, please send them to office.messiahpb@gmail.com

Excerpt from Messiah’s Lutheran Church Women Minutes
Nov. 28, 1978

A program on opportunities in the nursing field was presented by Renee Reeh and Pat Behm.
The hostesses served an unusually good date cake on tables decorated with Christmas arrangements made
by Henrietta’s daughter, Marge Ericson.
The Miriam Circle met Nov. 8 at Linda Johnson’s with five members present. The next meeting is Dec. 13
with Barb Morphew as hostess and Linda Johnson giving the lesson.
We decided to do a little something extra for those hospitalized over Christmas in the way of cookies and a
little decoration or arrangement.
The president stated that she would make the necessary phone calls to secure a chairwoman for the Sweetheart Dinner.
Helen Biehler moved that we purchase a wreath for the front door for the holidays for $7.50. Barb Morphew seconded it.
Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
- Marge DeCap, secretary
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Fire safety, pumpkins, fall festival round out October
Our preschoolers had a great

October! We started the month
off by talking about fire safety.
We learned what we need to do
in case of an emergency as well
as practice what would happen if
our smoke detectors went off at
preschool.
We then enjoyed a nice week off
for our Fall break. Many did
some exciting things such as a
visit to the pumpkin patch or the
5

To stay up to date on all things preschool,
“Like” Messiah Lutheran Preschool on Facebook.

apple orchard. Others enjoyed
some nice, relaxing down time.
We spent the last two weeks of
October talking all about pumpkins.
We did activities with our pumpkins such as weighing them,
hammering tee's into them and
even carving a pumpkin!

We also enjoyed a Fall festival
with our parents and students.
Our Friday class read the story,
"The Little Old Lady Who Wasn't
Afraid of Anything." We then
built a scarecrow for our other
friends to admire.
We will spend the month of November talking about leaves and
Thanksgiving.

Food Pantry Update:
Current Needs:

Jell-O, canned peas, carrots, corn, canned fruit, packaged dinners and Ramen
noodles, paper products, rice products and canned pasta products

Donations needed for Thanksgiving, Christmas baskets
Watch for the cart. Starting on Oct. 31 the food
pantry cart will be out to
collect items for the
Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets.
Items we are collecting
for the baskets are the
usual items that make up
a holiday meal along with
extra items to make the

holidays happier.
Foods items include:
Stove Top stuffing, cake
mixes, frosting, canned
corn, beans, soups, packaged potatoes, kidney
beans, chili beans, pork
and beans, packaged rice
dinner, canned fruit, jellies, soups and peanut
butter.

This year if you would
like to provide a little
something different we
are asking for small bottles of dish soap, hand
soap, salt and pepper,
spices, toothpaste and
toothbrushes.
We are always in need of
paper products, toilet paper, paper towels and

Kleenex .
If you know of someone
that should be considered
for a basket please let a
food pantry volunteer or
leave the information
with Angie in the office.
We will be doing the
Thanksgiving and Christmas baskets the week of
the holiday.

(FROM LEFT) Barb Brandt, Phil Bruno and Cathy Scheff help unload a delivery
from the River Bend Food Bank. (RIGHT) Elaine Brown helps unload items
from the River Bend Food Bank. Photos/Angela Bark

Youth committee
The Youth Committee will
gather at 6:30 p.m. Aug. 9 at
the church.
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CHURCH AND FAMILY NEWS
November Birthdays & Anniversaries
3rd— Lynn Daczyk

17th – Rod Brown

4th – Audrey Maydew

18th – Suzy Bender, Jenny Weeks

9th— Janet Gaudet

19th – Blake & Lisa Davis

Mike & Suzy Bender

Emily Gaudet

10th —Ray Hamilton

27th — Roger Brandt, Patt Black

13th — Pat & Ray Hamilton

28th — Daniel Melaas-Swanson

16th – Pat Fidlar

29th — Dean Wainwright

October Council Summary
The October Council meeting was held on Oct. 14 at the church.
Keith Enstrom led devotions with verses from Proverbs and Psalms.
Keith presented the treasurer’s report, reporting that this is the closest we have been to budget for both
income and expenses for a while, although there was still a deficit of $1400 for the month.
Pastor Dave has time off scheduled for November 7 and 23 and December 27 through January 7.
A quote was presented for equipment to upgrade the sound system in the church. This would consist of
a system with four wireless microphones and a powered speaker. The council approved the quoted items
totaling $4456, plus up to $1000 of related accessories and hardware to complete the upgrade. This will
be paid for by memorial funds which had been designated for sound system and sanctuary improvement
expenses.
The council approved the health insurance plan for Pastor Dave to be continued at the present Portico
Platinum Plus level, as the deadline for enrollment was imminent.
The library area in the youth room will be reviewed for items that are no longer needed, so that the area
can be cleaned up and be made available for better use.
God’s Work Our Hands tasks for the coming Sunday were discussed. Plans are for flowers to be delivered to various shut-ins and members, and to clean up part of the Great River Trail between Port Byron
and Cordova.
Pastor Dave will interview a candidate for the youth director position.
Dale will be contacting the nominating committee to start their planning work for the coming council
election in January.
The finance committee will be asked to start work on a budget proposal. Keith and Eileen will prepare
multi-year summaries of past committee expenditures to help with the budget planning process. Ministry committees should be prepared to discuss their budget ideas as soon as this information is available.
Pastor Dave will arrange for a supply pastor to lead worship on All Saints Sunday, Nov. 7.
The reopening team will meet soon to consider changes to the COVID-19 procedures, considering the
latest data and government guidelines at the time.
Connor Geest has volunteered to lead the task to complete the nature path in the woods on the south
side of church property. This is a scout project to provide the nature path for use by the preschool and
church for various activities.
The installation of high speed Internet has been delayed until the correct location of underground utilities can be confirmed in order to run the cable from the street to the church. This will enable better Internet accessibility at the church and allow direct broadcasting of services over the Internet.
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New Member Sunday

Several families were welcomed into Messiah’s congregation on Oct. 17, New Member Sunday. (MIDDLE PHOTO, LEFT)
Dan and Dona Bark; (MIDDLE PHOTO, RIGHT) Josh Sallows is standing with his family, Ali, Peyton and Piper, who became members on that Sunday; (BOTTOM LEFT) Austin and Isabella Efflandt, Maryell Cox, Sarah and Dave Efflandt; and
(BOTTOM RIGHT) Charlie, Ed, Addie, Megan and Julia Berk. Not pictured are Jeff and Julie Smith and Bev Smith. The
families were treated to breakfast before worship. Photos/MaryAnn Murphy

8

Messiah’s youth stay busy in October
Messiah’s youth had a busy October.
The month started off with middle school youths
and their families providing fellowship after worship. We also enjoyed seeing youthful faces serving as acolytes.
Messiah’s youth were able to get their creative
juices flowing by participating in Riverdale’s PTO
Trunk or Treat on Oct. 8. Confirmation students
provided two trunks for the event. A big thank you
to Lisa Petersen and Addie Berk for providing
trunks for the event.
Since October is all about being comfy cozy by a
fire and celebrating Halloween, Messiah’s youth
gathered together for a fun time on Oct. 15.

Messiah’s youth are pictured during a bonfire and chili supper at
Messiah Lutheran Church. Photo/Sue Bull-Welch

Youngsters gathered at the church first for a bonfire
and chili dinner. Afterward, they headed off to the
Haunted Forest for a ghoulish good time.

Confirmation students ended the month with a service project.
Youth Page, Continued Page 10

(TOP LEFT) Confirmation
students are shown handing out candy at Riverdale’s
PTO Truck or Treat.
(BOTTOM LEFT) Pastor
Dave, Dean Wainwright,
Charlie Berk, as bacon,
Miles Petersen, as an egg,
and Jake Schradeya. (TOP
RIGHT) Tyler Bull-Welch is
shown as an acolyte during
worship. (BOTTOM RIGHT)
Miles Petersen and Charlie
Berk are proud acolytes.
Photos/Sue Bull-Welch
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Members of our confirmation class served dinner at the
Churches United meal size at Zion Lutheran Church in
Davenport, on Wednesday, October 25, 2021. They gathered together at Messiah late in the afternoon to put together box lunches, and then travelled by caravan to Davenport to serve the meal. Youth involved in the event were:
Charlie Berk, Maddie Mitton, Gavin Geest, Dean Senh, Caroline Kreiter, Weston Kreiter, Jake Schradeya, and Jimmie
Bark. Our adult helpers were: Angela Bark, Katherine
Kreiter, and Pastor Dave Efflandt.
Pictured are the
confirmation
students and
adult volunteers
preparing box
lunches and
serving the
lunches at Zion
Lutheran
Church in Davenport. Submitted Photos

Preschoolers trick-or-treat
Preschoolers had a Halloween party on
Oct. 28. In addition to having a party in
their classroom, preschoolers received
treats from church secretary Angie Gabriel at her office. The Outreach Committee provided treats for the children
and Pat Hamilton sewed Halloween
bags for the preschoolers, which contained removable tattoos, coloring
books, candy, snap-on bracelets,
bouncy balls, spider rings, cross key
chains and stickers. A big thank you to
Pat Hamilton for all her hard work!
Photos/Angie Gabriel & Leah Saelens

